
Q and A Sermon  Part 2 — August 2019 

Question 1: What does it mean to live is Christ and to die is gain? Turn to Phil. 1:18b-26 where that verse is 
found. This is one of the most memorable statements of the apostle Paul. But at first glance it is sometimes 
difficult to know what he means. To die is gain, we probably understand: When a Christian dies, they don’t lose 
anything, rather it is complete gain to go and be with Jesus. 


Here, Paul is in prison - he spent a lot of time in prison. And he’s is hopeful he will get released but he’s not 
100% sure that he will. He’s hoping that through the prayers of others he will be released. Read 18b-26 


So here’s my basic summary of what it means that to live is Christ and to die is gain: To honor Jesus with 
faithful service in every situation and have confidence that he will reward you for that service when you die. 


Here’s why I say that. Paul has no certainty concerning what his life will be. Will he go free, will he be in prison, 
will he die? He doesn’t know.


In Vs. 20 he says that no matter what may come, he wants Christ honored. Read


So no matter what comes: Christ is to be honored. Then he says it a different way in Vss. 22-24. Read


So if he remains alive, his life is devoted to fruitful labor that is necessary for the Philippians maturity. He wants 
to see them progress in the faith. Read 25-26


What does this mean for us? When we say “to live is Christ” what are we saying? Well what Paul was saying 
was that everything in his life was calibrated to honor Jesus with faithful service in every situation. That his life 
would be devoted to honoring Christ. That his life would be devoted to laboring among the body of Christ and 
for their encouragement. That the Christians around him would increase in their joy and satisfaction in the faith. 
That’s what it should mean to us. 

When you hear someone say “football is life” or “baseball is life” - what do they mean? They mean everything 
about who they are and what they do revolves around baseball and bringing other people in to love what they 
love. That’s what Paul means. It’s the same phrase: To live is Christ; Christ is life. Christ consumes him, and 
empowers him, and motivates him. And any way he can bring others into that same passion and desire, he will. 


And he knows that when he dies, it won’t be loss. People talk about how they hope there’s baseball in heaven 
or golf in heaven or fishing in heaven. Maybe there is and maybe there’s not. But you know who for sure is in 
heaven? Jesus. For those who live their who lives in an all-consuming passion for Jesus, when they die it is not 
loss. It is 100% gain. Because the Lord they serve by faith becomes the Lord they serve by sight. 


May we honor Jesus with faithful service in every situation and have confidence that he will reward us for that 
service when we die. 


Question 2: Does a person’s view on eschatology change their walk with God? That is, does our view of end 
times hinder or aid us in godliness? 


Yes and no, depending on what we’re talking about.


Let me start with “no.” Within the 5 main orthodox views, there is no reason that one person’s eschatology 
should propel them to godliness while someone else lags behind. Details on when and how the Lord Jesus will 
return and what the order of events are surrounding his coming don’t necessarily drive our


So someone who holds a pretribulational/premillennial view of the end times is not going to be more or less 
godly that someone who holds to a mid-tribulation/premillennial view. Someone who is post-millennial is not 
necessarily more prone to wander from the faith than someone who is historic premillennial. There are godly 
pretribbers/mid tribbers/historic pre-mil folks. Godly amil/post mil folks. As well, there are ungodly people in all 
those camps who have abandoned the faith or are immature in the faith. Our eschatology does not necessarily 
drive our maturity. 




I say yes, because there are some aspects of eschatology that are crucial and by nature affect godliness. Even 
here in Phil. 1 Paul’s view of Jesus rewarding him directly impacts his life: he wants to live all out for Jesus 
because he knows there’s a reward at the end. 


If you deny that there is a future judgment where every person who has ever lived will stand before Jesus and 
give an account of their actions, you are denying his Lordship, denying his deity, denying his place in the 
Trinity. If you are denying all those things, you certainly can’t be pursuing godliness.


Paul also says in 1 Cor. 15:12-19 that if you deny that there is a future resurrection of all people you are 
essentially denying that Jesus has been raised from the dead because in the Bible the 2 are tied up together. 
Because Jesus rose from the dead, we too will rise. If you deny the one, you are denying the other and thereby 
denying the gospel. 


So if we’re talking about major points of Christian doctrine like the resurrection or the judgment, then yes it will 
affect our godliness because it affects our salvation. But if all we’re talking about is a specific end-time view - 
like pretrib, post trib, amil, post mil - then no it shouldn’t affect our walk with Jesus.    


Question 3: Please explain your view on Genesis 6 concerning the sons of God. 


In Genesis 6 we have a weird situation that has caused scholars for the last 3,000 years to scratch their heads. 
This is right before the flood where God drowned the entire planet and saved only 8 people: Noah, his wife, 
their 3 sons and their sons’ wives. And we are given a little bit of detail about the situation that caused God to 
drown the whole world and start over. Read 1- 8 


So things had gotten incredibly bad before the flood. But the question centers specifically around the identity 
of the sons of God in Vs. 2. Who are they? To complicate matters, a group of people called Nephilim are 
mentioned in Vs. 4. For the sake of time, let me just say that I think the Nephilim are different than the offspring 
between the sons of God and the daughters of men. Nephilim are giants, and they are also mentioned again in 
Numbers 13:33. It’s possible that Goliath was a Nephilim along with his brothers. In any case, whatever 
corruption occurred as a result of children between those 2 groups, the Nephilim existed before and after the 
flood. I say that because it seems as though Moses is clarifying that the flood was not designed to wipe out the 
Nephilim, it was designed - in part - to wipe out the offspring of the sons of God and daughters of men who 
were the men of old, the mighty men of renown. There is a distinction being made between these 2 groups of 
giant, fighting men. 


There are basically 4 views: the sons of God are son of Seth from Gen. 4-5, they are ungodly judges, they 
demon possessed men, or they are demons who take human form. 


1) They are the sons of the godly line of Seth. In Chaps. 4-5 you have 2 lineages from Adam. The godly line of 
Seth and the ungodly line of Cain. And so this view would say that godly men married and had children with 
what would have been ungodly women and the result was that marriages produced ungodly offspring due to 
the corruption of their wives. 

 

Many who hold this view do so for 2 reasons. First, because they believe angels cannot have children. Jesus, 
talking about the resurrection, said in Mark 12:25: “For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.” So they would say that angels neither marry nor are given 
in marriage which means they cannot have kids. 


Second, they hold this view because it seems to be the logical convergence of the 2 genealogies in chapters 
4-5. 


Although I held this view for a long time, I’m not convinced of this view because whatever is being described 
here seems to be more than just unequally yoked marriages. It also doesn’t seem to be very clear that there’s a 
connection between the 2 genealogies. And, technically speaking, Jesus’s statement on angels in Mark’s 



gospel says they don’t marry. It doesn’t say anything about children and it also assumes he’s talking about holy 
angels, not demons. 


2) That the sons of God are actually wicked human judges who have gained power and corrupted the planet. 
Sometimes judges in the OT are called “gods” or “sons of God.” Not in the sense that they are divine, but that 
they rule over human affairs.  


This view is the least held view of all 4 views because it really seems like a stretch that judges or rulers 
somehow corrupted the entire human race through marriage and procreation. And surely not all of their 
children were men of renown, the mighty men of old. The text simply just doesn’t seem to be saying that.  


3) Is that demons basically possessed men (controlled them) and caused them to marry, have children by 
which they would corrupt humanity. This is the view of John MacArthur and there’s a fair amount to commend 
itself to this view. It acknowledges the sons of God language that seems to indicate that these are fallen angels 
and it solves the problem that some people have that angels cannot have children with women. 


My difficulty with this view is that the text doesn’t say sons of demon-possessed men. It says sons of God and 
that they married the daughters of men. There’s a contrast being made between the partners in marriage.


And even if they did marry and have kids, the result is still just children that are sinners by nature anyway. And 
as far as I know, demons don’t need to possess men and procreate with women in order to attack children. We 
see in the gospel demons attacking children all the time.


4) The view I hold, is that the sons of God were demons - fallen angels - who took on human form and married 
women and created a hybrid race of angels/men who Moses calls the mighty men, the men of renown. They 
were huge guys, like the Nephilim, but different than the Nephilim which is why Moses makes that weird 
distinction in Vss. 3-4. And I think the purpose of the flood was in large part to destroy these hybrid creatures 
and put a stop to demons attempting to corrupt humanity in a crazy marital free for all. As crazy as maybe that 
sounds, I think it seems to be the plain language of the biblical data. 


First of all, angels are called the sons of God in Job 1:6, 2:1 and in the Psalms. That’s an accepted and biblical 
title for them.


Second, angels are always described as what gender? Men. There’s no such thing as a female angel in the 
Bible - they’re all men. What is it that distinguishes men from women? Reproductive anatomy. And the passage 
I mentioned in Mark does not say that angels cannot have children; it says they do not marry. 


Third, angels appear as humans throughout the Bible and are often mistaken as being human - at least initially. 
Genesis 18:22, 19:1 says that the Lord visits Abraham with 2 men, who are in fact angels. Even the author of 
Hebrews says that there may be times when we entertain angels without even knowing it. How would we not 
know it? Because they look like men. And more than look like men, they have real anatomy. Angels eat food, 
drink water which assumes they have lips and teeth and tongues and jaw muscles and throats and presumably 
stomachs. So they have human anatomy.  


Fourth, is a very clear statement in the book of Jude. Turn to Jude 5-7 for a moment. This was really the nail in 
the coffin for me because it links the history that Moses wrote down with angels and with sexual immorality. 
Notice the connection between Sodom and Gomorrah and angels. Read   


So you remember the rampant sexual immorality in Sodom and Gomorrah which Moses writes about in Gen. 
19? We often think of the sin of homosexuality in those cities and that was there. But there was also just 
rampant heterosexual sin. 


But what’s interesting here is that Jude doesn’t say angels took part in the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah. It says 
that Sodom and Gomorrah likewise indulged in sexual immorality like the angels. You get that? Angels didn’t 
copy Sodom; Sodom copied the angels. Well, when was that? Well, there’s only one instance in the whole 
Bible where angels and sexual immorality are mentioned and it’s in Gen. 6. 




Jude says there was a time before Sodom and Gomorah when angels left their position of authority, they left 
their proper dwelling - or realm - and indulged in sexual immorality and unnatural desire of such offense that 
God has locked them up in gloomy chains until the judgement. 


What could have been so bad that God would lock up fallen angels and throw away the key until judgement? I 
think it was their attempt to corrupt the entire race of humanity by making a hybrid race. 


Question 4:  We hear stories about Christians who are told that they will die unless they switch religions. 
Obviously, you should die rather than renounce Christ. But what if they threatened to kill your family, instead of 
you, unless you give up Christianity? What then?


The very simple answer is we will never renounce the Lord Jesus Christ. Ever. We only have one allegiance in 
all the world, and that allegiance is to him. This is why Jesus calls us over and over to count the cost. 


You remember the guys in Luke 9:57-62 who said they’d follow Jesus anywhere. Jesus said to one: that 
means you’ll be homeless, to another: Jesus is more important than burying his own father, and to another: no 
one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is worthy of the kingdom of God.


Later in Luke 14:25-33 he says “If anyone comes after me and does not hate his own father and mother and 
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.”   


Jesus is not calling us to hate ourselves or our family - this is hyperbole. He is exaggerating for effect. What 
he’s saying is that our love for him has to be so great that our love for anyone else looks like hatred by 
comparison. 


So this is what your family needs to know: that you love Jesus and are devoted to Jesus more than them. To 
turn the situation around: If some crazy guy came into our house and told my wife that that she had to 
renounce Jesus or I would die, you know what I’d want? For her to stand firm. And like Esther said: If I perish, I 
perish. 


But the reverse is true as well. Your family needs to know that your devotion to Jesus is absolute. That you 
would never compromise on your devotion to the King of kings and Lord of lords who saved you. Even if, 
tragically, that meant they lost their lives, Jesus is worthy of all our devotion. 


Jesus himself said: “So everyone who acknowledges me - confesses/pledges allegiance to me - before men, I 
also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny 
before my Father who is in heaven.” (Matt 10:32-33)


The devotion Jesus calls his followers to is absolute. We need to be reminded that all life is ultimately given 
and sustained by the sovereign hand of God who gives us our very breath. He has numbered our days and he 
graciously gives us each moment. And although a person can wrongly take a life in murder, it is not outside of 
his ultimate will and yet at the same time that person will be judged by God as having shed the blood of people 
made in his image. 


And this is also why we call our own children to repent and believe. No matter how it comes, they will one day 
die and face the Lord in judgment. And the only hope they have is the only hope anyone has to escape his 
wrath for our sin, and that is to trust in the loving, sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross in our place for our 
sins and in his glorious resurrection for our salvation. 


That is the only thing that will save Islamic jihadists from hell and give them eternal life of joy with Christ. That’s 
the only thing that will save murderers from hell and give them eternal life of joy with Christ. And it’s the only 
thing that will save you and me and our children from the wrath of God and give them and us eternal life and 
joy in Christ.  




Question 5: In the Bible Paul sings in prison. That means he must have learned those hymns by heart. Is it 
important for us also to have worship songs memorized in the case of a situation like that?


The answer to this question is absolutely “yes.” It is critical to our souls that we memorize not only Scripture, 
but good songs as well. 


Turn to Acts 16. This is where Paul and Silas are in prison in Philippi. They had been proclaiming the gospel in 
Phillppi when a slave girl who was controlled by a demon began proclaiming that Paul and Silas were servants 
of the Most High God. Paul got annoyed, cast the demon out her, and her owners were livid because she made 
them money by tell fortunes. They got the whole city in an uproar and eventually Paul and Silas were beaten 
bloody by the city officials thrown into the dungeon. That’s where we pick it up in 16:25-34. Read 


So I think we understand the gravity of the situation but imagine you’re in the prison 2 cells down from Paul - 
or wherever - and here’s these guys who just got the tar beat out of them for doing nothing wrong and they are 
singing and praising and praying to God. They’re not whining, not complaining, not demanding fair trial and 
rights. They’re praising God. Then, they have an opportunity to escape and they still don’t get out. They are 
there wrongly! And they stay by their own will. 


They only thing you and I would know about the God they worship is through what? Their songs and their 
prayers. So whatever it was they were singing was so compelling, and Paul and Silas’ lives so obviously joyful 
in Jesus, that people come to faith in Christ. They want to know who this God is that offers salvation. 


But here’s the thing: I don’t think Paul and Silas were singing songs to evangelize anyone. I don’t think that was 
their primary concern. They knew people would hear, but that’s not why they sang. I think they sang those 
songs to nourish their own soul. To encourage them with the truths of Scripture. 


And that’s why it’s important for us to know good songs by heart. Because this is the theology that we will 
remember throughout the week. Bob Kauflin once said: Just imagine every Bible verse in America was 
somehow stripped away and all theology books destroyed and all we had was our memory to guide us with 
the truths of Scripture. Collectively we could probably come up with quite a few passages of Scripture 
memorized. But you know where our main source of theology would be found? In the songs we have 
memorized. 


And because throughout the week you probably think more about the songs we sing than the sermon I preach, 
one of our desires as elders here is that you are fed and built up not only with the preaching and teaching of 
the Word of God but also with the songs that we sing.  


When we started RBC, the music team got together and created what is called a canon of songs - a list of 
songs that we wanted the congregation to know. And it’s a very intentional list that covers various aspects of 
theology, various aspects of life. Some songs are mournful songs, some are happy and joyful. Some focus on 
the person of God the Father, others more specifically about Jesus and atonement. Right now we have about 
60 songs, and we add them slowly so we don’t get overwhelmed. And we add them intentionally - singing 
them 3 or 4 times within the first few weeks so we actually learn them and begin ingraining them in our minds. 


The list we have is on the back of the notes. And the idea is that if you were to memorize all the songs we have 
you would have a very well-rounded theology and you would have a handful of songs you could sing at every 
occasion. 


You’ve lost your job and your life feels hopeless: When all around my soul gives way, he then is all my hope 
and stay. On Christ the Solid Rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand. All other ground is sinking sand. 


You’re laying on your death bed struggling for breath: Some glad morning when this life is over, I’ll fly away. To 
that home on God's celestial shore. I’ll fly away. I’ll fly away, oh glory. I’ll fly away in the morning. When I die, 
Hallelujah by and by. I’ll fly away




Listen, if you’re sitting there with some broken saint on their death bed, what do you want to usher them into 
heaven with? Might as well send them off praising Jesus. 


“And we will dance on the streets that are golden, the glorious bride and great Son of Man, from every tongue 
and tribe and nation will join, in the song of Lamb.” Heaven’s a massive party where the redeemed people of 
God celebrate. 

 

Actually, I’ll be honest with you, when Ellis first suggested that song I was nervous. I get a little squeamish with 
songs that talk about dancing and clapping and shouting because I don’t dance and clap a lot. But then you 
know what I did? I opened my Bible. 


And the Bible is filled with dancing and clapping and shouting for joy to the Lord. Just in the Psalms 25 times 
shouting for joy to the Lord is mentioned - Psalm 33:1: we are commanded to shout. 


Clapping is mentioned twice, once it is a command: Psalm 47:1: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God 
with loud songs of joy! 


And dancing is commanded. Psalm 150:4: Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and 
pipe!


My problem wasn’t with dancing, my problem was with God. God’s is commanding me to dance and clap and 
shout. He’s saying “I’m so amazing - my grace and kindness and mercy to you so over the top fantastic - that 
this is the acceptable response to me!”


On the back of the notes handout are the songs we sing. Certainly there are hundreds of other great songs out 
there. I would encourage you to memorize songs to nourish your soul and others’ as well. 


Pray  



