
Eschatology Terms 

Dispensationalism - A view that divides biblical history into sections 
called dispensations. The number of dispensations vary among 
adherents, but there is common agreement on the distinction between 
ethnic Israel and the multi-ethnic Church. Most dispensationalists hold a 
Pre Trib/Premillennial view. AKA “dispensational premillennialism.” 

End Times - Commonly misused for the time just before Jesus returns. 
Biblically, it is the entire time from the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost until Jesus returns. Often a synonym for “eschatology.” 

Eschatology - The study of last things, specifically the events 
surrounding Jesus’ return. Eschatos in Greek means “last.”


Hermeneutics - The methods or principles a person uses to interpret 
the Bible. Varying hermeneutical methods are a large reason for 
differences in eschatological views. 


Historical Premillennialism - (AKA Post Trib Rapture) This is the 
preferred term of most who hold a Post Trib/Premillennial view. So 
termed because it’s the premillennial view that has been held the 
longest.


Millennium - A long period of time (1,000 years?) where Christ reigns 
over his people and Satan is bound. 


New Heavens and New Earth - The final eternal state (commonly called 
“heaven”) where all believers will be glorified and live on a recreated, sin-
free earth in the presence of God forever.


Preterism - (lit. “past” or “beyond”) A view held by many amillennialists 
and most post-millennialists; often a synonym for partial preterism.  
• Full: the heretical view that the resurrection has already happened and 

that Jesus has already returned in glory. 

• Partial: the non-heretical view that Matt. 24 and/or much of Revelation 

are discussing Jesus returning in judgment on Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 
but that there is still a future glorious return of Jesus.  


Rapture - Believers who are alive when Jesus returns will be caught up 
(from Latin Bible: “raptus”) to meet him in the air. Every eschatological 
position believes this will happen in some manner. However, the word is 
usually a synonym for the Pre Trib/Premillennial position.


Tribulation - A time of great turmoil and judgment that happens just 
prior to the return of Jesus. All positions hold to some kind of tribulation.
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Eschatology Positions


Amillennialism - (short hand “amil”) Jesus will return the after the 
millennium, which is a present reality (either in heaven or on earth). The 
new heavens and earth will be created immediately after the return of 
Jesus.  

Premillennialism - (short hand “pre mil”) Jesus will return before (pre) 
the millennium. When he returns he will reign for 1,000 years (or a long 
time). Then God will create the new heavens and earth. 


• Pre Trib(ulation) Rapture - Believers will be secretly caught up 
(raptured) to be with Jesus just prior to a 7-year period of tribulation 
and will return with Jesus in glory at the end of the tribulation. The 
rapture and the return of Jesus occur before the 1,000 year millennium. 


• Mid Trib(ulation) Rapture - Believers will endure some of the 7-year 
tribulation period but be caught up (raptured) prior to the worst part of 
the tribulation. Jesus will then return (second coming) followed by the 
millennial reign of Jesus. 


• Post Trib(ulation) Rapture - (AKA Historic Premillennialism) Believers 
and unbelievers will experience the tribulation period prior to Jesus’ 
coming. The rapture and the second coming happen at the same time 
followed by the millennial reign of Jesus on earth.


Postmillennialism - (short hand “post mil”) Jesus will return after (post) 
the millennium. The millennial period is a time characterized by the 
successful spread of the gospel and Christian influence in the world. 
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