
Colossians 3:18: Christlike Submission of Wives 

This morning we are coming to one of the most controversial passages in all of Scripture. And it’s not 
controversial so much within Christian circles, it’s controversial to those outside of the church. They read a 
paragraph like this and they begin to openly mock Christianity. Wives submit to husbands? Children obey in 
everything? Slaves obey your masters? Slaves, really? What they conclude by a quick reading  of this is that 
that Christianity is really a religion where women are oppressed, white men reign supreme, and God loves 
slavery. Of course, that couldn’t be further from the truth. 


Yet at the same time that our unbelieving society ignorantly mocks the Christian household, we see that they 
really have no idea how a household should operate. If you took a group of 5 secular psychologists and asked 
them the best way to order a household you’d get 10 opinions. And functionally our society is the same way. 
Everyone has their own opinion on how to do marriage, how to raise kids, and how to engage those in 
authority over them or who report to them. 


Really, our society is an absolute mess - as societies have been throughout the ages - and that mess starts at 
the family level. I could spend a lot of time citing sad statistics about the effects of fatherless homes, feminist 
influence, the many tragedies of the LGBT lifestyle, the drain of the soccer-mom-follow-the-kids-everywhere 
mentality, but you know most of those. 


But God has not left us in the dark as to how our households should operate. There is actually a God-given 
pattern, a God-ordained prescription for how our households are to operate. And as we’ve seen that Paul call 
us to put off certain sins and put on certain things, these are things we do as believers in the context of the 
family. And compared to the world these are radical things. Offensive things. But in the sight of God these 
things are very precious. These things are for our good, for our flourishing, and joy, and his glory. 


This morning we’re going look at the role of wives. Next week husbands. Then children, then fathers, then 
we’re going to look at the role of slaves and masters and what that means for us today. All of these are 
household matters. How we operate our houses to the glory of God. 


So ladies today we begin with your role in marriage. I’m going to define what we mean here, then give some 
exceptions, and work through this section and then look at some other places to get an idea of what godly 
submission is. 


1) So let’s unpack this. Definition of Submission. Read 18 


There is a lot to say about this command. First of all, it is directed toward wives in relation to their husbands. 
Whatever submission is, it is in the context of the marriage relationship. So young ladies who are dating/
courting are not required in any way to submit to their boyfriend/fiance. Young ladies, if you are not married 
and still in the house you are to submit to obey your parents in everything. Your guy has no authority at all in 
your life - your parents do. This is for those who have entered into the marriage covenant.  


Second, this means that my wife does not have to submit to any other man. Paul does not say “women submit 
to men.” No, this is wives submit to your husbands. 


Eph. 5:22: Wives submit to your own husbands. 


We’ll look at it later, there is a sense in which we are called to submit to other believers and the idea is defer to 
other peoples’ preferences; and as Phil. 2:3 count them more significant than ourselves. There’s also a sense 
in which Heb. 13:17 says believers are to obey their church leaders and submit to them. But this is in the 
context of the home and how you operate day to day within your family.  


So what does this word submit mean? It’s ὑποτάσσω in the Greek and it really means to place oneself under 
the authority of another. It’s what happens when someone signs up for the military - they willingly put 
themselves under the authority of another. It means, ladies, that you are acknowledging that your husband has 
a different role than you do in the household. 




What’s interesting is that the Bible never says “men lead your wives” or “men make your wives submit.” We 
talk often about how men should be spiritual leaders in the home. And I believe that is true - we should initiate 
prayer, and Bible reading time, and instructing our families, giving direction. Really, spiritual leadership of 
husbands is derived from this command that the wives submit to their husbands. And I think that’s an 
important distinction. Men are not called to force their wives to submit. They’re not called to guilt them or 
manipulate them or browbeat them. Men, if you’re sitting here thinking “I hope she’s taking notes” then there’s 
a good chance you have a hard heart yourself. And whatever it is you think spiritual leadership is, there’s a 
good chance you’re not doing it. 


This command to submit is the most impossibly vulnerable and difficult command you have to follow. And it’s 
even more difficult if you have a passive husband who won’t give direction, a dictator who forces direction, or 
someone who continually changes their mind about direction. Gentlemen, if we’re honest, we often don’t make 
it easy for our wives to submit. 


Side: Young ladies, I want to stop and say this one command right here should be enough to give you pause 
when you’re thinking about the guy you might one day marry. Because the Bible calls you to submit to your 
husband, you want to make sure you’re looking for a guy who’s worth submitting to. Is he godly, responsible, 
humble, dare I say boring? I think every father cringes a little at the thought that his daughter will one day be 
married because we know that on our best days we’re really not much better than gorillas. We know the 
trouble we often cause our wives and would do anything to spare our daughters that trouble. Ladies, choose 
very wisely. 


Young men, those of you who are involved with a young lady or one day hope to be, I want to suggest to you 
that a lady’s willingness to obey this one command is going to be the the thing that either makes married life 
easy or difficult. And you say, “Well how will I know her willingness to submit unless we’re married?” The test is 
this: how does a young lady submit to authority now? That will give you an idea about how she will follow your 
lead when you’re married. Does she willingly and respectfully submit to her parents? Does she undermine 
them, bad mouth them, sneak things past them, rebel? What about her boss or teachers or other leaders in her 
life? If she doesn’t respect them and submit to them now, I promise you she won’t respect you when you’re 
married. 


Prov. 25:24: It is better to live in a corner of the housetop, than in a house shared with a quarrelsome wife. 


And Paul says at the end of Vs. 18: As is fitting in the Lord. What does that mean? It means that this is the 
proper behavior of those who are in Christ. If you are in the Lord, if you are saved and in Christ, then it is fitting 
to place yourself under the lead of your husband. This doesn’t mean you are less valuable or less important. It 
means God has assigned you a different role. 


In Gen. 2:18 God made Adam a helper fit for him. Eve was made in the image of God, a child of God, but her 
role was a supporting role. That’s a good thing. 


In fact, to reject that role, to despise that role, is to reject God’s design for marriage. The egalitarian view of 
marriage that says the wife doesn’t follow the husband and the husband doesn’t follow the wife - both are 
equal in all their roles - is not a godly option for believers. Or a family where the wife leads and the husband 
submits - which is how it usually works functionally - is also not a godly option. That’s just as much a rejection 
of God’s design. 


Gentlemen, this should not come to you as a delight because you have the trump card, you can just get your 
way. This should weigh on you heavily. The best military generals are very self conscious about how they lead 
their troops because they know their decisions will affect lives. The lives of their troops and the lives of troop 
families and the lives of their nation. What you need to understand is that we will be held accountable for how 
we lead our wives. Every decision we make, ever demand we place on them, every ditching our role to lead or 
passive aggressive retaliation - we will give an account for. 




Ladies, your submission to your God-given husband is the very height of feminine godliness. If you want to be 
the aroma of Christ to your husband, your children, your family, your neighbors - there is no greater calling, no 
greater way for you to proclaim the the excellencies of Christ than to humbly follow your man.  


2) I want to talk about some Exceptions to Submission. Turn to Eph. 5:22-24. These are almost identical 
passages, but Ephesians gives a little more specificity. Read 


Paul adds an interesting element here in Vs. 24: he says wives should submit in everything. In everything? In 
everything. What I want to argue is that that means “in every area” not “in every single circumstance.” I believe 
there are exceptions. 


1) If your husband tells you to do something sinful, you do not submit. If he tells you to lie, or withhold crucial 
information where the full truth is required, cheat on taxes, take money under the table you don’t do it. If he 
wants you to get drunk, give him prescriptions pills that he should not take, commit fraud with medical 
information, or wants you to join in slandering your neighbor, engage is some kind of sexual immorality you 
don’t do it.


Our highest authority is God and God never authorizes us to sin. 


2) If you are in an abusive marriage, your submission to your husband is at the very least suspended if not lifted 
altogether. In those situations the best thing you can do for your husband and your family and anyone else who 
might be affected is to call the police and remove yourself from the situation. If he’s abusing you or your family 
in any way - physical or other ways - then he is committing crimes and God has ordained the state to punish 
him. 


3) Is a little more tricky because it’s broad. We’ll call it Substantial Incapacity. This is an utter lack of ability to 
lead whether because of sinful decisions or deterioration of the mind. Sometimes ladies have a husband who 
turns into a drug addict and the home is now unsafe, unsanitary and is a physical danger to her and the 
children and the wife needs to leave. I’m not saying divorce, but leave the situation for the safety of the family. 


It could also be an elderly guy who gets dementia or Alzheimer’s. The guy used to be responsible and savvy 
but now dementia has set in and he wants his wife to spend what little money they have saved for something 
completely irrational.


And I’m not simply talking about irresponsible behavior. I’ve talked to elderly ladies whose husbands have 
always been bad with money. They never saved, spent everything they had, lived paycheck to paycheck and 
now in their old age they want to know if they should hide some of the social security money from their 
husband to pay for food and medical bills. I ask if the husband has always been this way? Yes. The answer is, 
sadly, you have to follow this guy. Someone who is foolish is not the same as someone who is substantially 
incapable. If that’s you and you need help, ask for help. But don’t undermine your man. 


I just want you to understand all men are foolish. But we’re not all equally foolish, but we’ve all done foolish 
things that our cause our wives pain because they follow us. Some of you ladies will marry very foolish men 
because they are cute and funny and make you feel good now. And your calling in life will be to follow their 
tragically foolish lead. Some of you ladies are married to fools. Listen, I’ve done some very, very foolish things 
in our marriage and my wife has so graciously followed me. Take courage that if the man is truly following the 
Lord, over time he will do wiser and wiser things. 


Ladies, can I just give you encouragement? You’re faithfulness to graciously follow your husband when you 
think he is playing the fool is one most beautiful acts of godliness that you can ever do. Turn to 1 Sam 25. 


This the story of King David and Abigail. Abigail was married to a man named Nabal. Nabal in Hebrew means 
fool. She was literally married to a guy name Fool. And he was a fool. Nabal was a rich guy, had a lot of sheep 
and shepherds. And David had been roaming around Israel with a small army of guys and while he was 
roaming around his soldiers actually protected Nabal’s shepherds from harm. The soldiers didn’t harass them 



or steal the sheep for food. David had dealt well with Nabal. And so David and his army is in Nabal’s 
neighborhood and they’re hungry. And so they ask Nabal for some food. Read 5-13 


What was Nabal even thinking? David wasn’t asking for a lot, just whatever the guy had on hand. And Nabal 
insults him. And David is going to kill the entire household. Read 14-19


She realizes what her husband has done and the danger they all now face. Read 23-31


So she humbles herself before David, takes the guilt of her husband on herself and begs David to spare their 
lives. Look at David’s response. Read 32-35


He gets it, doesn’t he? Abigail is an amazing woman and her godliness shines all the more against the foolish 
background of her husband. The rest of the story is that Nabal finds out what David was about to do and how 
Abigail saved him and he basically has a heart attack and God kills Nabal 10 days later. And David goes and 
puts a ring on her finger. He isn’t gonna pass her up. 


Ladies, the beauty of your godliness is not in how savvy or wise your husband. The beauty of your godliness, 
how God will judge you is how you respect and honor your husband and follow his lead. You don’t have to 
excuse foolishness, other people see it. Other people know. Most people can spot a fool a mile away. Your 
calling is simply to follow his lead. Some of you ladies are going to enter heaven’s gates and God’s going to be 
clapping “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 


Look back at Eph. 5. I want to point out a few things here briefly. Read 22-24


First, marriage is a God ordained picture of how Jesus loves the Church and the Church submits to Jesus. 
Husbands have the role of Jesus and wives have the role of the church. Men are called to love their wives 
deeply and sacrificially like Jesus. Wives are called to submit in everything to their husbands like the Church 
submits to Jesus. So our marriages are really just a picture of Jesus and the Church. 


Second, this is hard because there aren’t exceptions here. Paul says in everything. Even if your husband is not 
a believer, you still are called to submit. If your husband can’t hold a job, said he wanted children but now he 
doesn’t, works 80 hours a week and never sees the family, wants to move the family around or away from your 
family, has no plan to save for retirement, doesn’t agree with you on how to discipline the kids, disagrees with 
you on some theological issue, whatever - ladies you are called to follow.


Now, I do want to say that submit in everything does not mean that wives don’t have a voice. Or that wives 
can’t manage things. They can and should. Prov. 31 is the so-called ideal godly woman. No lady will ever 
attain to that level, that’s not the point of Prov. 31. The point is to show ways in which a godly woman can be a 
blessing to her household. And we see clearly that a woman is called to manage the house and husbands 
would be wise to delegate a lot of that management. 


In our house my wife manages the all kinds of stuff. I mean, if I were to manage the shopping I’d come home 
with $200 in snacks. That doesn’t work. So I delegate that to her. She asks for my input, but for the most part 
she does that. We homeschool and she manages the schooling. Again, I have input and ultimately have say, 
but I usually let her do that. My wife is also very astute with numbers and budgets so she usually prepares our 
monthly budget and then we go over it together and I’ll make tweaks before we execute but it’s usually air 
tight. There are all kinds of things she does, those are just a few. 


Men, you should delegate things to your wives in her areas of giftedness. It would be foolish for you not to. 
God has given you a helper not a slave. A helper eases the burden and is encouraged to do so. Wives, that’s 
what you are called to. You are called to be a helper your man. To ease his burden and further his agenda. 
Read 5:32 

So respect is part of this equation. Ladies, one of the ways you can show respect to your husbands is to be 
sure to include him in decisions that you typically manage. “Hey honey, I’m planning meals for the next week or 



so, is there anything you want me to make or get from the store?” “Honey, I’d like to decorate this room in the 
house, here’s what I was thinking but I’d like you have input, too.” 


Ladies, you might be surprised how much even asking our opinion on little things and going with them make a 
big difference for us to feel respected. Honestly, some husbands give up leading simply because their wives 
always give them grief about the suggestions they make. Or they don’t any of the suggestions. “Why doesn’t 
my man lead us?” Because we’re not encouraged to do so. Submitting is vulnerable and hard, but so is 
leading. It’s give and take. 


Part of respecting your husband is understanding that while you disagree with him, usually he really does want 
the best for you and your family. Not too many husbands say “My goal in life is to lead my family and lead us 
into ruin.” No, usually a husband does want the best for their family but that’s often different than what his wife 
thinks is best. And this is where your obedience to Jesus is going to be tested. Because if your husband isn’t 
leading you into sin, if he’s not abusing you, not substantially incompetent to lead then you are to follow him 
just like you’d follow Jesus. 


There have been many times where I’ve lead my family in a direction that my wife didn’t agree with. And 
husbands, there will be times when you need to gently, gently lead your family in a clear direction that maybe 
your wife doesn’t agree with. But I cannot tell you how humbling it is as a husband when our wife swallows her 
pride/anger/defensiveness and then does everything she can to help us succeed. And there have been times 
where I’ve been right in my judgment and there have been times when I have been spectacularly wrong in my 
judgment. She’s not perfect every time, I’m not perfect every time but this is how God has called us to work 
together. This is the picture of Jesus and the Church. 


I want to look briefly at 2 more passages. Look at Tit. 2:3-5. Many of you ladies have memorized this passage 
or taught through this passage. Read


We could spend a lot of time here, but I just want to make 2 comments. First, there’s a reason older ladies 
need to teach younger ladies how to do this. It’s because it does not come naturally. Especially if you are a 
young wife/mom with little kids who are going bonkers and you’re running off of 4 hours of sleep. In those 
times it’s easy to hate your kids, hate your husband, go on spending binges, go on lazy binges, be rude and 
bark at your husband. What you need is an older gal who’s been through this to talk you off the ledge! 


Older ladies, you need to be involved in the lives of younger to talk them off the ledge. To train them, to 
encourage them how to do this. You don’t need to do a Bible study. They don’t have time for that. Sometimes 
you just need to take them to coffee and love on them, dust them off and get them back in the game. 


Second, what is at stake here is the integrity of the Word of God. Read 5


Ladies, I want to encourage you that your conduct in your household is a proclamation of the Word of God, the 
gospel, to those around you. You say: “People don’t see my household.” People see way more than what you 
think. Your husband sees it, your kids see it, your friends see it, people on Facebook see it. Just like you see 
other people, they see you. 


And my point here isn’t to make you feel guilty “Oh, my life is messing up the gospel.” That’s not the point. 
What I want you to see here is an opportunity within your household to proclaim the gospel by your godly 
conduct. No, you’re not a foreign missionary, you’re not a Bible translator in the Amazon jungle, you’re not a 
dynamic conference speaker. No, God has called you to your home in your city to serve your family and your 
husband for God’s glory and that will proclaim the gospel. It will bring glory to Jesus.


Matt. 5:16: People will see your good deeds and give glory to your Father in heaven. 


For those ladies whose husband is not a believer 1 Pet. 3:1-2 says that the best way to show them the gospel 
is with quiet, gentle respect. 




This is radically different than anything the world has to offer, isn’t it? But it is good and precious. And I pray 
that the Lord would give you grace and strength and courage to live for his glory as you follow your husband. 


Pray 


