
Colossians 1:17-18— Fueling Our Worship of Jesus - Part 3 

As we come into the Christmas season I think it’s been good for us to be studying through 
this particular passage of Scripture because it helps us to continually focus our eyes on our 
Savior who we are celebrating.  

It’s easy to get distracted during this season because there is such a focus on presents and 
Santa and lights and trees and snowmen and reindeer. All of which can be very distracting in 
our desire to bring honor to the Lord Jesus and rejoice in their reality that God came into the 
world. But it is that truth - that none other than the Creator God of the universe - came into 
the world.  

As you know, we’re looking at 10 statement that the apostle Paul makes about the Jesus 
Christ in this little section of Colossians. And these are very profound statements all pointing 
to who Jesus is and what he has done. We will look at 2 more this morning that are just as 
amazing as all the other descriptions and encourage us to worship the Lord Jesus Christ all 
the more. 

The first is actually a rather straightforward statement: The fulness of deity dwells in Jesus. 
Read 19  

In the past few verses we’ve seen a lot of verses that spell out clearly that Jesus is God, he is 
deity. That also lines up with other passages in the Bible that make that clear as well.  

John 1:1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  

Rom. 9:5: To [the Jews] belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is 
the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.   

Jesus was Jewish according to the flesh but he is also God. And so we might wonder why we 
need another verse on the deity of Jesus. Why do we need to spend more time on this?  

And there are 2 answers to that. First, because the deity of Jesus is constantly under attack. It 
is amazing how often people deny that Jesus is fully God. What we celebrate at Christmas is 
that God came in the flesh. We celebrate Jesus who is Immanuel: God with us. And yet, 
people will go to great pains to undermine that reality.  

As believers we need to have discernment when we talk to people about the Lord. Just 
because someone says that they believe in Jesus as Lord or that Jesus rose from the dead 
doesn’t mean that they are saved. Unbelievers often have some type of faith in Jesus Jesus. 
The gospel of John is filled with people who say they believe in Jesus but don’t truly believe 



in him. There are a lot of cults who believe Jesus is the Son of God, believe Jesus died for 
sins, rose again, ascended into heaven and is coming back. That sounds good at first. Until 
you realize they don’t believe that Jesus is fully God. Or if he is God, he’s one of many gods. 
Or he’s not quite a divine as the Father. Or he was the Father, became the Son, and is now the 
Spirit.  

As believers, we don’t necessarily want to overcomplicate who Jesus is. But at the same time, 
if we truly love Jesus  we want to faithfully understand him more and more. The way we do 
that is to pour over Scripture and be honest with what the Bible says about our Lord.    

Second, we should spend time on this because if you study each passage the biblical authors 
went to great lengths to not only show that Jesus is God, but also they highlight different 
aspects of his deity. For example, we read John 1:1 which seems to be emphasizing Jesus’ 
equality with the Father and yet he is distinct from the Father. Rom. 9:5 is emphasizing that 
Jesus as God in the flesh is the fulfillment of thousands of years of promises beginning with 
Abraham. 

Here, what Paul is emphasizing is that Jesus is God in the fullest sense possible. Read 19  

This is important. Jesus is not God-light. He’s not God Jr. It’s not that Jesus had most of the 
attributes of deity but had to lay some of those aside to become man. If Jesus didn’t have all 
the attributes of God when he became man then he’s not God. And since he will be a man 
from here to eternity, if he set aside any attributes when he became man, he still doesn’t have 
those attributes which means he would cease to be God. But God can’t stop being God.   

And so what we see here is that all that it is to be God - all the stuff of deity - dwells in Jesus 
in the fullest amount. The Greek word is πλήρωµα (“play-rome-a”) which means fullness. 
This is why when we talk about Jesus we say he is fully man and fully God.  

Now, there’re are a few aspects of this verse we need to note. First of all, in the Greek it 
actually just says “in him all the fulness dwells.” The the words “of God” are missing in the 
original. Both the NKJV and the NASB actually translates it that way: “all the fullness to 
dwell in Him/the Son.” So why do the other translations add “fullness of God?” Because 
what is implied is the fullness of God. So they are filling in the gaps for us a little bit. 
Because if it’s just left to “all the fullness dwells in him” the question is: the fullness of what? 
And even the NASB has a footnote that says “the fullness of deity.” 
  
We also know that this is the fullness of deity because this verse is an exact parallel of Col 
2:9. Read 8-10 

There’s a lot going on in those 3 verses but all I want to point out is that 2:9 is almost a 
carbon copy of 1:19 the only difference is that here the word deity is in the Greek. It’s 



supplied for us. So back in Chap. 1:19 I think it’s legitimate to translate “the fullness of 
deity” because that’s what Paul means when he says “fullness.” All that it is to be God dwells 
in Jesus in the fullest amount.   

Now, there’s something else we need to understand about this kind of language. It is a 
technical way to indicate that all of God’s divine nature dwells in the man Christ Jesus, but 
also this language is borrowed from the OT.  

And I think that is really significant. Look back at Exodus 25:1-9. All through the OT there 
is a theme of God dwelling with his people. There is a sense in which God dwelled with 
Adam and Eve before the fall. They tended God’s Garden in Eden. But when they sinned he 
kicked them out of his dwelling place and no longer walked with them. But then over the 
course of time God made provision to again dwell with his people. He would dwell with 
them in the Tabernacle and later the Temple. And 2 words that get used over and over are 
dwell and fullness. And I want to show you that.  

Here in Exo. 25 Israel has come out of Egypt, they are at Mt. Sinai and they are receiving 
commands from God about how to worship him through the Tabernacle system. Read 1-9 

This is how God would dwell among his people. He would take up residence in the 
Tabernacle. And when they would come to the Tabernacle there was a very real sense in 
which they were coming to God.  

Look at the end of Chap 29:42-46. God has just finished talking about the regular sacrifices 
the priests are to offer and he says this. Read 42-46 

So the Tabernacle really is the dwelling place of God. Now, the Tabernacle was only 15’ x 15’ 
x 15’ - it wasn’t all that big. Yet God is infinite, so how does an infinite God fit inside of a 
tent that’s a quarter of the size of this sanctuary?   

Well, Solomon wrestled with that too: 

2 Chron. 6:18: “But will God indeed dwell with man on the earth? Behold, heaven and the 
highest heaven cannot contain you, how much less this house that I have built!  

It’s always been a mystery how the infinite God of the universe can dwell in a finite space; 
especially a small space. It’s like trying to figure out how the Pacific Ocean could possibly fit 
into your bathtub. It doesn’t seem possible. But that’s what the Bible teaches.   

But look at Exo. 40:34-38 for a minute. Not only does God dwell with his people in the 
Tabernacle, but he fills the Tabernacle. Read 34-40 



So we have to balance all of these truths. On the one hand God couldn’t possibly be 
contained to a small tent. But at the same time we know that God truly dwelled among his 
people. And it’s not like just some of God dwells in the Tabernacle. All the fullness of God 
filled all of the Tabernacle. Later on it filled the Temple Solomon made. Look at 2 Chron. 
7:1-3.  

We fast forward almost 500 years to King Solomon. King Solomon lives about 900 years 
before Jesus. He’s just completed building the Temple to replace the Tabernacle. He’s 
gathered all of Israel for a dedication of the Temple, he prays to dedicate the Temple. Then 
this happens. Read 1-3 

Same thing. The glory of God fills the Temple. God is dwelling among his people in fullness. 
To go to the Temple is to go to God. He dwells in the Temple and he dwells there fully. How 
does that all work? We don’t know. But it does. The Tabernacle - and later the Temple - were 
amazing instruments of God because it was through them that God dwelled with his people in 
fullness.  

Now fast forward to Jesus in John 1:14. Most of this know this verse, but it’s important for 
us to think about in it’s fullest context. Read  

The Son of God came and dwelled among us. You know what that word means in Greek? 
Some of you guys with study Bibles can look at your notes. The word means he pitched his 
tent, he tabernacled among us. But untested of dwelling in a tent, he dwelled in flesh.   

Look at 2:18-22. If you remember, there were 2 times in Jesus’ ministry when he cleansed 
the Temple. Once at the beginning, once at the end. John records the first time, the other 
gospel record the second time. But notice what Jesus says here. He’s just finished cleaning 
out the Temple of all these traders who were basically scam artists ripping people off and the 
Jewish leaders want to know what authority he has to do all this. Read 18-22 

What is Jesus saying? Why is he calling himself the Temple? What’s so special about the 
Temple? Because it’s where God dwells with his people and dwells in fullness. The true 
Temple is not a pile of nice looking bricks in Israel. That Temple always pointed to Jesus as 
the true Temple.  

Look at Rev. 21:1-4. This is a glimpse of the new heaven and new earth. Look at what the 
temple is. Read 

So the new heaven and new earth is where God dwells with his people. And here’s Temple 
language again in Vss. 22-27 



Who is the Lamb that Revelation is talking about? It’s Jesus. See, the Bible has this grand 
theme of God’s glory dwelling among his people. It starts in the Garden, goes to the 
Tabernacle and Temple, but all of it points directly to Jesus as the true Temple. 

And in heaven, even the metaphors are all stripped away. There’s no temple, there’s only God 
and the Lamb. This is what Colossians means when it says in Jesus all the fullness was 
pleased to dwell. All the glory and substance of God - every ounce - resides in Jesus and it 
resides in Jesus in the fullest sense.  

Secondly. we worship Jesus because he has begun to Set All Things Right. Read 20 

Before we jump into what Vs. 20 is talking about, let me spend a few minutes on what it is 
not talking about. It is not talking about universal salvation. At first glance there might be a 
tendency to understand Paul to be saying: everyone and everything will eventually be saved 
through the blood of Jesus. Read 20 

We can certainly understand why some people might understand Paul to be saying that. But 
let me take a minute to use this as an example of how we should interpret a difficult passage. 

Usually when you’re reading through a section of Scripture and come across something that 
is difficult to understand there are only a few options to choose from. Some options are 
uncomfortable, some not as much. But just like any other written letter, we can usually 
narrow things down pretty quickly. And seriously, if you’re studying something on your own, 
you can even just write these possibilities down and give the pros and cons of each one to 
figure out the best solution. And I’ll tell you, sometimes when you work through it all it 
doesn’t feel super satisfying, but it’s how we faithfully work through Scripture.   

So here are the 3 options:  
1) So there’s the option that Jesus will save all people and all things.  
2) There’s the option that Paul is simply teaching the possibility to be reconciled to God.  
3) Maybe there’s a different thought Paul has in mind for the word reconciliation.  

So let’s work through these. On the surface, I’d say that option 1 seems like the easiest: that 
all things and people will be saved by Jesus. Paul even mentions the cross which is about 
salvation from sin and he mentions “all things.”  

So if there were a good part about that interpretation, it’s that it seems the most 
straightforward.  

What’s the big problem with that interpretation? It goes 100% against other passages in 
Scripture that make it clear not everyone will be saved.  



Matt. 7:13-14: For the gate is wide and easy that leads to destruction - to hell - and those 
who enter by it are what? Many. Lots of people will be in hell. Few find the gate and the road 
that leads to eternal life.  

Rev. 21:8: As for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for the murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolators, and all liars, their portion will one in the lake that burns with 
fire and sulfur, which is the second death.  

We also know that there is no salvation for fallen angels at all. Jesus took on human flesh to 
save those of Adam’s race. Talking about salvation, the author of Hebrews says: For surely it 
is not angels that he helps (Heb 2:16). Jesus did not die for angels.  

And actually, we can even just read a little further in Col. 1 here to realize that Paul himself 
doesn’t believe in universal salvation. Look at his warning. Read 21-23 

We will only be reconciled and presented as holy and blameless if we continue in the faith. If 
we don’t continue in the faith, if we have a weak, temporary faith that never saved us in the 
first place there is no salvation. So even here Paul doesn’t believe all people will one day be 
saved. So although it might appear to be the easiest solution, we can rule out universalism 
because it doesn’t harmonize with the next few verses nor with the rest of Scripture.  

The second option is that Paul is talking just about the possibility of being reconciled to God. 
Maybe he’s saying “if you believe in Jesus this is true for you.” Look at why that doesn’t 
seem right either. Read 20 

The problem with saying this is just a possibility is that the force of the passage seems to be 
that, whatever this reconciliation is, Jesus actually accomplishes it. As much as it is certain 
that the fulness of God dwells in Jesus, Jesus reconciles all things. There is a certainty here, 
not a possibility.  

I’ll get to the third in a minute, but do you see how when you come across a tough passage, 
you can just sort of think through the options? And if you have a question about it, it’s pretty 
safe to assume you’re not the only one. And if the Christian faith has marched on for 2,000 
years knowing about this passage, our question isn’t likely to be the end of the Christian faith 
as we know it.  

So here’s the third option - and this is the option I hold to: Reconciliation means something 
different than just “salvation.” A lot of times reconciliation does mean salvation, but not 
always. I think what Paul means in Vs. 20 by reconciliation is something Jesus will set 
everything right. Here’s why I believe that.  



First, Paul uses the word reconciliation in twice in this brief passage. And he seems to use it 
in different ways. He uses it in Vs. 20 for this universal, cosmic reconciliation. But then in 
21-23 he uses it very clearly to mean salvation. See if you can pick up on the difference. 
Read 19-23 

So it seems like there’s this cosmic, universal reconciliation in Vs. 20, and a specific, 
salvation usage in Vss. 21-23. There seems to be a contrast.  

Second, remember last week I mentioned that this section of Vss. 15-20 is a hymn? And that 
there is a pattern of what Jesus did in creation in the first part and then what Jesus did in the 
cross in the second part? We saw that in Vs. 15 he is the image, the firstborn over all creation. 
Then we saw in Vs. 18 he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead. There’s a creation, 
new creation pattern.  

I think the same thing is happening with reconciling. There’s creation, then there’s new 
creation Look at Vs. 16. Read    

So Jesus created all things - Paul says that twice - keep that in mind. Then he says “things in 
heaven and on earth.” Not only physical realities, but spiritual ones as well. And then there’s 
this list of what most people believe are demonic spiritual beings - thrones, dominions, rulers, 
authorities.  Now look at Vs. 20 again - same themes. Read 

Do you see the parallel? So he created them all and through the cross he reconciles them all. 
So if reconcile doesn’t mean salvation - it can’t mean that - what does it mean? 

Reconciliation is really an accounting term. When you have a checkbook - if you still have 
one - when you reconcile your checkbook it doesn’t mean that every line item in there is a 
deposit, does it? Not, What you’re doing with your checkbook is you are assessing each 
transaction and making sure it’s consistent with the bank. You go line-by-line: $100 payment, 
$10 payment, $500 deposit, so on. You’re keeping an accurate tally of everything that’s going 
on.  

The final judgement of God is often viewed as a time of massive reconciliation. And 
financial pictures are used frequently in the Bible.  

In Luke 16:1-9 there’s the parable of the unjust manager. You remember he had not dealt 
well with the owner’s money and so the owner was going to hold him to account? The owner 
wanted him to go over the books to explain himself - it was ultimate reconciliation.  

The parable of the talents in Matt 25:14-30 is an accounting parable for when we stand 
before God. He gives us abilities to serve the Kingdom in this life, we will answer to him for 
what we did.  



Even to follow Jesus initially is often viewed in financial terms. In Luke 14: 25-33 we are to 
count the cost of following Jesus like a general counts his soldiers or a builder counts the 
money he has for a project.  

In 1 Cor. 3 God will reward us - pay us back - for our deeds of faith.  

God’s people have always believed that one day God will call all people to account. There 
will be an ultimate reconciliation process.When does that happen?  

You remember in Rev. 20:11-15 at the Great White Throne judgment there are books and 
books and books of the sins of unbelievers? You know what those books are? They are 
accounting ledgers of sin. It’s as though the judgment seat of God takes place in the library of 
Congress and it is filled with volumes and volumes of sin-ledgers. God has a 43-volume 
Encyclopedia Britannica on every single person.“And they were judged each of them 
according to what they had done.” It’s reconciliation.  

That’s what Paul is talking about here: ultimate reconciliation. Not in the sense of salvation, 
but in the sense of evaluation and judgement.  This is the reconciliation Paul has in mind. The 
final cosmic reconciliation that began to happen when Jesus died on the cross.  

And Paul seems to be alluding here to the fact that even angels will be judged.  - things in 
heaven and on earth. Paul isn’t saying angels will be saved, he’s saying they will be held to 
account which is what we read about in other passages. 

1 Cor. 6:3 says that Christians will be part of the judging angels.  

2 Pet. 2:4 says that God has already cast some angels in hell in chains of gloomy darkness 
until the day of judgment. Their sin was so bad, God has already cast them into hell and 
they’re awaiting the lake of fire. And you say, what does the dead of Jesus have to do with 
judging angels?  

Look over at 1 Pet. 3:18-20.   

That’s what’s happened at the cross. And Peter touches on that here. Read 18-20 

When I was a kid I thought that when Jesus died he went to hell for 3 days and suffered. I’m 
not sure why I believed that but I did. The reality is that Jesus did go to hell, but he didn’t 
suffer. He went and proclaimed victory over those who were there.  

Those angels in Noah’s day who tried to corrupt the entire human race, they didn’t succeed. 
And Satan along with every demon probably thought they had won when the Lord Jesus was 



put to death. But they didn’t win. Through his death Jesus won the greatest victory that can 
be imagined.  

The apostle Paul says that through the cross he disarmed them. And one day he’ll judge them. 

You remember when you were a kid and someone wronged you and you had proof? You 
knew you had proof and they knew you had proof? And you both knew what was coming 
once the parents came home. And justice had already set in because they knew what was 
coming. Maybe they even tried to make it up to you or act right. But you knew it was all 
going to be settled in a little while.  

I was talking to someone this week who was really struggling with why the world is such an 
evil place. Why there is so much sin and vileness. And they weren’t looking for canned 
answers. You know what comforted them? The reality that one day Jesus is going to bring 
everyone and everything to account. 
  
One day there will be a massive reconciliation before our judge and King. And what matters 
is what a person does with the cross of Jesus. Whether they are human or angel, if they are 
against the cross, against the Lord, or trusting in their own selves to be saved, it’s going to be 
a rough day.  

But if they are for the cross, for the Lord, for grace, that’s going to be a great day. It’s the Day 
of the Lord, the Day of God. And all who are followers of Jesus long for that day.  

Come Lord Jesus, Come.  

Pray 

  


