
Colossians 1:15-16— Fueling Our Worship of Jesus 

This morning we begin looking at one of the most amazing sections of Scripture as it relates 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul here details who the Lord Jesus is in some of the 
most magnificent terms in the entire Bible. Vss. 15-20 have, we might say, some of the 
highest Christology in the Bible. These are some of the loftiest, most exalted descriptions of 
Christ in the Bible.  

And I want to slow down and spend time on each of these because the more we understand 
Christ the more pure, and accurate our worship of him will be. I remember working through 
some passages as a younger Christian and realizing that although I would tell you that Jesus 
is God and worthy of worship, I really viewed him as somehow below the Father. 
Functionally speaking, I didn’t exalt Jesus in the same way I exalted the Father. I regarded 
him as less, almost just a means to get to the Father rather than delighting in Jesus himself.  

And what I hope we will see as we work our way through this passage is that Jesus is not a 
means to a great end. Jesus is all of our hope and joy and satisfaction because he is one with 
the Father, exalted as the Father is. And only in delighting in Jesus will we delight in the 
Father and the Spirit.  

If you remember, in Vss. 3-14 Paul was essentially telling the Colossians that he was in 
constant prayer for them. And toward the end of the prayer Paul sort of transitions. He goes 
from talking about how he prays and what he prays for to talking about the Lord who saved 
him. Read 12-14  

You see how Paul goes from praying that the Colossians would have a heart of thankfulness 
for God’s salvation through Jesus to talking about Jesus specifically. In Vs. 14 he says “in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” That “in whom” is Jesus. We could say 
“In Jesus - through Jesus - we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  

So that when he rolls into Vs. 15, he’s still talking about Jesus. Read 14-15   

I’ve mentioned before that sometimes the paragraph breaks in our Bibles can be helpful or 
frustrating. Sometimes we miss the connection that’s being made. But here the connection is 
that Paul is going to describe Jesus - the one who gave us redemption and forgiveness - in 
some of the most exalted ways. He wants to fuel our worship of the Savior. And he does that 
with basically 11 descriptions in Vss. 15-23. We’re only going to get to 3 this morning - but 
just keep in mind that Paul’s goal here is to exalt the Lord Jesus who gave us redemption and 
forgiveness.  

1) We worship Jesus because he is the Image of the Invisible God. Read 15 



So what I think is amazing about this whole section is how Paul describes Jesus. Paul never 
describes Jesus in physical terms. Paul doesn’t say Jesus is 6’1”, 180 lbs. with dark, black 
hair, a medium beard, and broad shoulders. Frankly, that doesn’t matter.  

All of these descriptions have to do with who Jesus is in relation to his power as the God-
Man, as Messiah. Or his descriptions have to do with what Jesus has done in his death and 
resurrection. Paul tells us who Jesus is and what Jesus has done. Those 2 things are the most 
important aspects of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

The first description is that Jesus is the image of the invisible God. This is actually a very 
profound statement because all throughout the Bible we are told that God is a spirit, he has 
no physical form that someone could see.  

The gospel of John says that no one has ever seen God (John 1:18) and later he says that 
God is spirit (John 4:24) 

1 Tim. 6:16: [God] dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see.  

God is spirit - he is not made up of matter, he’s not made of stuff. There are no molecules or 
particles that make up God. He has no physical form.  

But he is a person, he has a personality, he has emotions, he has a will and he has attributes. 
And when his attributes are on display - when God gives us a glimpse of the brightness of 
who he is, that’s what we call glory.  

And if God were to reveal himself to us in all of his bright and dazzling glory we would be 
blown away - destroyed by the intensity of his glory. You ever seen that video of the first 
atomic bomb being detonated and there’s that little wooden house? The bomb goes off, 
there’s this little rush of wind that blows the trees and the dirt around the house, then a split-
second later everything is just vaporized. That would be us if God were to reveal himself to 
us.  

God said to Moses in Exo. 33:20: “You cannot see my face and live.” 

God’s glory is so amazing, so expansive, so beautiful and awesome that our sinful, weak 
bodies couldn’t endure the sight of it in full power. Every time people in the Bible are 
exposed to even a glimpse of the glory of God they fall down like dead people.  

Even now, holy, sinless, glorious angels have to hide their faces from the full glory of God. 
You remember in Isa. 6:2-6 the Seraphim who are flying around the throne of God have 6 
wings. But only 2 of those wings are actually for flying. The other four wings are used to 



shield their bodies from awesome glory of God. Two they use to cover their face and two 
they use to cover their feet because the intensity of the glory of God is so amazing.  

 In fact, the only way we will be able to endure the full glory of God for eternity is with 
resurrected bodies that are incorruptible and glorious themselves. The Bible says that our 
resurrected bodies will be able to endure the glory of God.   

So the rub here is: If God is invisible - and even when he makes some of his attributes visible 
it’s devastating - how do we see God? Through Jesus Christ.  

Jesus is the image - the εἰκών (icon) - of the invisible God. If a person wanted to see God - 
the one true and living God - the way they could do it is by looking at Jesus Christ.  

Look over at John 1:18 for a minute. I referenced this briefly a minute ago, but this is one of 
the most amazing passages on who Jesus is in the Bible. Not only does it show that Jesus is 
God, but it shows that it is through Jesus that the full Triune God has been made fully known. 
Read 18  

So we already saw that first part: no one has ever seen God. But Jesus remedied that; that’s 
what the second half of the sentence is about. “The only God - the God who is at the Father’s 
side - has made him known.”  

That second half is a tricky verse to translate from Greek to english which is why our 
translations are fairly different. What all the translations are trying to get across as best they 
can in english what the Greek makes super clear: That there is a God who sits at the Father’s 
side - Jesus. And it is that God who has made the Father fully known. And it is that God who 
became flesh.  

This is the mystery of the Trinity. There is only 1 God. Yet at the same time the Father is 
eternal God, the Son is eternal God, the Spirit is eternal God - there are 3 persons who make 
up the 1 God. And it is the Son specifically, because he took on flesh and became man, who 
has revealed the Father to us. If we were to see Jesus, we would see God. Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing: “Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the incarnate deity.”  

So what does it mean that Jesus is the image of God? It means that he is the physical 
expression of our God who is Spirit. He really is God in the flesh. He is the God-Man. He is 
not a lesser God because of his humanity. He is fully God in humanity.  

Look over at John 14:8-11. As we celebrate Christmas, this is the amazing reality of the Son 
of God coming into the world in Jesus Christ. And it’s hard for us to understand how all of 
this fits together. How Jesus can be fully God and fully man. And at the same time, Jesus is 
part of the Trinity where there are still distinct roles. I just want to comfort you, that it was 



hard for the apostles to sort all of this out too. Phillip wrestled with this the night before Jesus 
was crucified. Read 8-11 

I think if we’re honest, we probably share Phillip’s confusion. How does all of this fit 
together? Jesus says to look on him is to look on the Father. Not because Jesus is the Father, 
but because the Father is in Jesus and Jesus is in the Father. There is a unity and a diversity 
here that is past our understanding. 

Back in Col. 1, this is all the freight of what it means that Jesus is the image of the invisible 
God. He is the physical expression of God who is spirit. And while men and women are all 
created in the image of God, Jesus is uniquely the image of the invisible God because he is 
God.  

Before we move on, I want to give us all a friendly caution: I think we need to be very, very 
careful about what we do with pictures of Jesus. I think most of us understand that the 
pictures we see of Jesus - especially this time of year - are not even close to historically 
accurate. 

Maybe to put it a different way: Jesus himself is the image of God. Pictures of Jesus are not 
the image of God. If this were 2,000 years ago and I saw Jesus on the side of the road I’d 
bow down to him as my God. When I see a picture of Jesus on the wall, that is not my God 
and I would never bow down to it. I think we all know that, but I think it’s helpful to make 
that distinction.  

I don’t know that I’d go so far as to say that pictures of Jesus are sinful. But I will say much 
of the time they aren’t helpful. Honestly, they usually look more like a boy you’d see on the 
cover of a magazine for teenage girls than a 30 year old Jewish man in first century Israel. 
The blonde, blue-eyed Jesus is not our Lord. The feminine, caucasian-looking Jesus with 
long flowing hair is not our Lord. The black Jesus with dreadlocks is not our Lord.  

We have story Bibles for our kids and I cringe sometimes because some of the pictures make 
Jesus look a little too cartoony - if you know what I mean. I don’t know that we need to 
throw all of those out but I do think it’s good for us to explain to our kids that this is only a 
depiction. This is probably not what Jesus looked like.  

The Bible authors never felt compelled to draw Jesus. And, maybe more interesting, they 
never gave us a physical description of Jesus. We literally have no biblical idea what he 
looked like.  

But we know he is glorious. We know he is fully human. And to look on him is to look on 
God.  



2) We worship Jesus because he is The Firstborn of all Creation. Read 15 

This is probably the most difficult description of Jesus for us to understand. There are some 
who wrongly believe that the first born means “first made.” So they will say that what this 
teaches is that Jesus was made by the Father. That the Son of God has not existed eternally - 
that he is a created being. Mormons believe this, Jehovah’s Witnesses believe this, so on.  

They believe what is called the Arian heresy. Heresy is a rejection of the something that is 
essential to believe to be saved. It either rejects part of the gospel message or it adds to the 
gospel message. And Arius was a heretic who lived from about 250 AD to 330 AD and he 
believed and taught that the Son of God was created at some point by the Father. He rejected 
that Jesus is eternal God, who is one with the Father and the Spirit. And he gathered quite a 
following - so much so that pastors from all over the world gathered to create a doctrinal 
statement called the Nicene Creed that even to this day serves as a benchmark for what the 
Bible truly teaches about Jesus.  

It also rejects certain beliefs. In fact, it rejects 8 sayings about Jesus: But those who say: 'There 
was a time when he was not;' and 'He was not before he was made;' and 'He was made out of nothing,' or 'He 
is of another substance' or 'essence,' or 'The Son of God is created,' or 'changeable,' or 'alterable'— they are 
condemned by the holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

These phrases were phrases that were heretical - they were a rejection of what the Church 
knew the Bible to teach. And when it says the holy catholic and apostolic church it’s not 
referring to the Catholic Church as we know it now. The word catholic just means universal, 
and apostolic means that they were following the teaching of the apostles. They were saying 
that the entire church recognizes the eternal Son of God just like the apostles did.  

So the first problem with the Arian heresy is that it’s not biblical at all. But second, if the Son 
was created then he is not fully God. 

We know John 1:1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was what? God.  

Titus 2:13: we are waiting for the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  

2 Pet. 1:1: We have obtained a faith by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.  

1 John 5:20: Jesus Christ is true God and eternal life. Keep yourself from idols.  

So all of that to say that whatever this passage means, it doesn’t mean that Jesus was created. 
We know 2,000 years ago that the Son of God took on flesh, he became incarnate. But as 
God the Son, he has always existed even before he became a man.  



1 John 4:9: God sent his only Son into the world. So we know that the Son existed before he 
came into the world and took on humanity.  

So what does it mean that Jesus is the firstborn over all creation?  

First, we need to understand what firstborn meant in to the Colossians. For most people in the 
ancient world being the firstborn in a family was a pretty big deal. The firstborn son really 
became the patriarch of the family once the father passed away. They had control and 
authority and according to OT Law, the firstborn received double the inheritance of all the 
other children when the father died.  

They were no more of a son and no less of a son, but their position was one of authority and 
control. And although throughout the Bible the word firstborn is often used to literally speak 
of the son who was born first, the word often referred more to the rights and privileges and 
“who was in charge in the family” with less concern about actual north order.  

We know that because there are times the word firstborn is used and clearly it’s not referring 
to the first of something. Look at Vs. 18. Read 

Jesus is called the firstborn from the dead. Surely he’s not the first person to be raised from 
the dead. Elijah raised the dead (1 Kings 17:17-24), Elisha raised the dead (2 Kings 
4:18-37), Jesus himself raised people from the dead during his ministry - Lazarus (John 11), 
Jairus’s daughter (Mark 5:35-43), the son of the widow in Nain (Luke 7:11-17). So certainly 
he’s not the very first to be raised.  

We also see the word used for situations where someone is clearly not the firstborn.   

King David is called the firstborn in Psalm 89:27 even though he was actually the youngest 
of seven. How was he first? He was chosen by God to lead Israel - he was the preeminent son 
who had control and authority.  

The term is also used of the nation of Israel itself in Jer. 31:9 and Exo. 4:22. Clearly the 
issue is not birth order; the issue is that because God chose Israel as the nation he would 
bless, Israel in the OT was the preeminent nation in the world.   

The term firstborn is also used for believers in Heb. 12:23: Heaven is called the church of 
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven.  

So this term is used in many ways and often not used in relation to birth order but because of 
the rights and privileges a firstborn would have.  



Here, I think it’s interesting to note what Jesus is a firstborn of. He is firstborn over all 
creation. Read 15 

Paul doesn’t say he’s the firstborn of people or of saints or whatever. He is the firstborn over 
all creation. What Paul is getting at is that Jesus has control and authority over all creation. 
He directs creation, he guides creation. All of creation bends to the will of Jesus. Several 
commentators simply said “he is supreme over all creation” (NICNT, PNTC).  

You remember when you were a little kid playing with Play-Dough? And you could do 
whatever you wanted with the Play-Dough. You could make cookie cutter shapes, squeeze it 
through press molds, roll it up like a snake. You could do whatever you wanted to with it. 
That’s the power Jesus has over every square inch of creation - he is supreme over all of it.  

3) The 3rd reason we worship Jesus is connected to the 2nd. It actually explains why Jesus is 
the firstborn - the supreme over creation. He’s supreme over all creation because he made it. 
He is the Creator of all things. Watch the connection between Vss. 15 and 16. Read 16 

So Paul is making a connection here. The reason that Jesus is supreme over all creation is 
because he made it all. That’s simple enough.  

For the most part, if you make something, you get to decide what to do with it. You make a 
cake, you get to decide who eats it, how much they eat, or whether you just want to throw it 
in the garbage. It’s yours.  

If you make a house you get to decide the layout, who lives there, who’s invited in, what you 
do with each room.  

Turn to Heb. 1: for a minute. Here we see another passage that talks about Jesus creating all 
things. The author of Hebrews takes all of chapter 1 to basically show why Jesus is worthy of 
our worship. Why we should bow down to him. Between John chapter 1 and Colossians 1 
this is one of the key passages in the Bible about the deity of Jesus. And the author of 
Hebrews uses OT passages to show that Jesus is God. Look at Vss. 8-9. Read 

So Hebrews is quoting Psalm 45:6-7 where God is talking to someone else calling that other 
person God. You say, I thought there was only 1 God. There is only one God. That’s the 
mystery of the Trinity: One God, three persons. Three in one, one in three.  

But he goes on specifically to talk about the Son creating the universe. Read 10-12 

Jesus created the heavens. And whereas the heavens will one day pass away when Jesus 
returns, Jesus will live forever. And although the whole Trinity is involved in creation, Jesus 



specifically seems to have done the creating. If you want to get technical, Jesus is called the 
agent of creation.  

Say you were to have a small company come and build a house for you. The owner of the 
company, John, sold you the house. One of his sons, Jim, was the general contractor of the 
house, and another son, Josh, was actually on site laying the concrete, building the walls, 
hanging drywall. Could you say Jim was making you a house? How about Josh and Jim? In 
reality all 3 are intricately involved. But we could really point to Jim and say he is the agent 
in charge of actual building.  

Every analogy breaks down, of course, but I think that’s as close as we can get to 
understanding how all persons of the Trinity are involved in creating the world, yet the Bible 
consistently portrays Jesus specifically as the one creating. He is the agent of creation.   

Now, look back at Col. 1 because there are some details Paul gives us about Jesus’ creative 
acts. We know that Jesus is supreme over all creation because he made all of creation. But 
someone might say, “Well, exactly what part of creation did Jesus make?” “Just what all does 
Jesus control?” “What exactly is he supreme over?” All of it. Read 16  

We could simply stop at all things. That’s pretty comprehensive. And maybe Paul could have 
stopped there. But that might leave open some questions. Is it just spiritual things Jesus made 
and has control of? Jesus is God, maybe he’s just in charge of the angels. No, all things that 
were created on heaven and on earth were created by Jesus.  

And with a slightly different emphasis - all things that are visible or invisible. So whether or 
not you see something, Jesus made it.  

I can’t see molecules. I can’t see electrons. I can’t see spiritual beings - demons and angels. 
But you know what I know? Jesus made them. In fact, all these descriptions in Vs. 16 - 
thrones, dominions, rulers authorities - most people agree probably refer to evil spirits. In 
other places in the Bible these are associated with demonic beings of various kinds.  

On the one hand we have to be careful not to make too much of these descriptions. Some 
people make huge distinctions between these and try to show that there are all these different 
complicated levels and structures in the demonic world. And while there might be, we can’t 
determine that from these few descriptions.  

We might be able to note that thrones seem to indicate that these aren’t mere forces, but there 
are persons associated with them. Demons are persons in the sense that they personal 
freedom and will be held accountable. Dominions suggests that evil spirits might be relegated 
to specific areas or abilities. Rulers and authorities suggests that demonic spirits really do 
power and authority over others. 



In our anti-supernatural culture we don’t usually even think in terms of demonic activity but 
it certainly exists. And probably more than we ever realize. But you know who’s in charge of 
all of it? The Lord Jesus. Read 16 

It’s not that Jesus created evil creatures - everything he created was initially good. But he did 
create these creatures who eventually sinned and rebelled against him. But he knew that. That 
didn’t catch him off guard. All things were created through him - through his power. And get 
this: for him.  

Every single thing that has ever been made is all by Jesus and for Jesus. Even invisible, 
demons that have more power than we realize and who hate the Lord, don’t thwart Jesus. Our 
God and Savior Jesus Christ is so supreme that he turns even the vilest of his creations into 
an agent for his glory. For demons he shows wrath and judgement. For us, who follow him, 
he shows us mercy and grace. He truly is an amazing God.   

Pray


